Nuclear oncology and the Imagene concept.
Over the past 2 decades we have witnessed an explosion of new radioisotopic tracers aimed at detecting, staging and eventually treating tumors. In fact, nuclear oncology has evolved into a field on its own. Aside from aspecific radioisotopic tracers such as thallium 201 or gallium 67, clinicians and oncologists can now use specific radiolabeled monoclonal antibodies and metabolic tracers. In the near future, molecular probes based on the sequencing of the human genome with an exquisite specificity should also become available. In this article, we shall review the most recent developments in this new field.